Hellsmouth, an indomitable Thoroughbred with the blood of Triple Crown winners in her veins, runs for the glory of the Forge family, one of Kentucky's oldest and most powerful dynasties. Henry Forge has partnered with his daughter, Henrietta, in an endeavor of raw obsession: to breed the next superhorse, the next Secretariat.
Introduction
Henry Forge and his daughter, Henrietta, are the heirs to one of Kentucky's oldest and richest families. According to Forge family mythology, their lineage can be traced back to the white settlers who first crossed the Cumberland Gap in the aftermath of the Revolutionary War.
Allmon Shaughnessy is a young black man propelled by the twin forces of fate and history who turns up at the Forge farm in search of a job as a groom. Henrietta hires Allmon in a fit of rebellion and attraction, despite her father's racist disposition. Against the verdant backdrop of Kentucky horse country, Henry, Henrietta, and Allmon are united by one horse ---Hellsmouth, the pride of the family farm and the Thoroughbred on which they've all pinned their personal dreams of glory. As ambition and prejudice collide, all three must bear the pressures of history ---a reckoning with America's legacies of bondage and subjugation as well as the mysterious inner workings of human nature. 
Questions and Topics for

